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U6.1.1 Compare and contrast the United States in 1800 with 
the United States in 1898 focusing on similarities and 
differences in: 

• Territory, including the size of the United States and 
land use. 

• Population, including immigration, reactions to 
immigrants, and the changing demographic 
structure of rural and urban America 

• Systems of transportation (canals and railroads, 
including the Transcontinental Railroad) and their 
impact on the economy and society 

• Governmental policies promoting economic 
development (e.g. tariffs, banking, land grants, and 
mineral rights, the Homestead Act) 

• Economic change, including industrialization, 
increased global competition, and their impact on 
conditions of farmers and industrial workers 

• The treatment of African Americans, including the 
rise of segregation in the South as endorsed by the 
Supreme Court’s decision in Plessy v. Ferguson and 
the response of African Americans 

• The policies toward American Indians, including 
removal, reservations, the Dawes Act of 1887, and 
the response of American Indians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Reconstruction, Industrialization 
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P3.1.1 Identify, research, analyze, discuss, and defend a 
position on a national public policy issue. 

• Identify a national public policy issue. 
• Clearly state the issue as a question of public policy 

orally or in written form. 
• Use inquiry methods to trace the origins of the issue 

and to acquire data about the issue. 
• Generate and evaluate alternative resolutions to the 

public issue and analyze various perspectives 
(causes, consequences, positive and negative 
impact) on the issue. 

• Identify and apply core democratic values or 
constitutional principles. 

• Share and discuss findings of research and issue 
analysis in group discussions and debates 

• Compose a persuasive essay justifying the position 
with a reasoned argument. 

• Develop an action plan to address or inform others 
about the issue. 

 
P4.2.1 Demonstrate knowledge of how, when, and where 
individuals would plan and conduct activities intended to 
advance views in matters of public policy, report the results, 
and evaluate effectiveness. 
 
P4.2.2 Engage in activities intended to contribute to solving a 
national or international problem studied. 
 
P4.2.3  Participate in projects to help or inform others (e.g. 
service learning projects). 
 
G6.1.1  Conduct research on contemporary global topics and 
issues, compose persuasive essays, and develop a plan for 
action. 
 

Public policy 
Inquiry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
contemporary 
 
 

Working with teams of 2-3, students 
will select a public policy issue (i.e. 
homelessness, drug abuse, illegal 
immigration, etc).  They will conduct 
research, develop possible solutions, 
generate pros and cons of each 
solution, and develop an action plan 
for addressing the issue. 
 
Teams will create a visual 
presentation of their research and 
findings to present at the spring 
Capstone Open House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Quiz 
“Take A Stand” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Channel One 

Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Citizen Involvement, Capstone, Take a Stand 


